47.   INDIAN WOMEN AS PASSIVE RESISTERS
The following telegram has been addressed by the Transvaal
Indian Women's Association to the Hon'ble, the Minister of the
Interior:
Committee Transvaal Indian Women's Association has care-
fully considered position, in the light of the Searle judgment,
of Indian women resident in South Africa or entitled to
enter therein with their husbands possessing rights of resi-
dence in the Union, and has come to the conclusion that
the honour of Indian womanhood is affected by that judg-
ment. Committee therefore respectfully trusts that the Govern-
ment will be pleased to amend the law so as to recognize the
validity of Indian marriages which have been duly conse-
crated according to the religious customs of the parties and
are recognized as legal in India, I am also to inform the
Government that the earnestness of the members of the Asso-
ciation is such that, if the Government cannot see its way
to comply with the request, they would offer passive resistance
and in common with the male members of the community
suffer imprisonment rather than suffer the indignity to which
in their opinion the Searle judgment subjects them,1
sonja schlesin
honorary secretary
We understand that the above telegram was sent after over
forty Indian ladies of Johannesburg, professing the Hindu, the
Mahomedan and the Christian faiths, had decided upon sending
it. Most ,of them have emphatically declared their intention of
braving imprisonment, should the Government decline to grant
their prayer. The readers of Indian Opinion are aware of the fact
that the Honorary Secretary (Miss Sonja Schlesin) is not an Indian
but a European. She has made common cause with us now for a
long time, by way of protest against the prevailing anti-
Asiatic prejudice on the part of the majority of the Europeans
of South'Africa. She has been the Honorary Secretary of the Indian
Women's Association ever since its establishment. Miss Schlesin,
whilst she is in love with her work, is not in love with the official
position she occupies. She considers that the office should rightly
l This telegram was dated May 4,1913. What follows appeared as a "Note55
by the Editor, Indian Opinion.
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